- 2 -

Christmas: A Collective Chorus
Christmas Eve 2007
Cast

The Story:

Narrator

Matthew

Luke

The Prophets:

Moses

Hosea

Isaiah

Jeremiah

Zechariah

Micah


The Writers:

John

Paul

The Characters:

David

Mary

Herod

Shephards

Wisemen 1-3


The Angels:

Gabriel

Angel of the Lord

Group Readings:

Priests & Scribes

Angel Host

Act 1:
The Promise Given

Moses:
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. (KJV Genesis 1:1)

Narrator:
He revealed himself to man
John:
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. (KJV John 1:1-4)

Paul:
20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: (KJV Romans 1:20)

Isaiah
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. (KJV Isaiah 9:6-7)

Isaiah:
3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
(KJV Isaiah 53:3)

Narrator:
This seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15), who dwelt in the tents of Noah’s son Shem (Genesis 9:27), son of Abraham (Genesis 22:18), of the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10), son of David (Isaiah 9:6), the branch (Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah 23:5; 33:15; Zechariah 3:8; 6:12-13) , who was despised and forsaken of men, was promised to all mankind.  Then…  (Act II: The Promise Delivered)
Paul:
4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,  5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. (KJV Galatians 4:4-5)

Matthew:
18a Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, (KJV Matthew 1:18a)
[Everybody Singing of the desire for Christ’s Coming]
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Luke:
26 And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth,  27 To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.  28a And the angel came in unto her, and said, (KJV Luke 1:26-28a)

Gabriel
28b Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. (KJV Luke 1:28b)

Luke:
29 And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be.  30a And the angel said unto her, (KJV Luke 1:29-30a)

Gabriel:
30b Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.  31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.  32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:  33a And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. (KJV Luke 1:30b-33a)
Luke:
33b Then said Mary unto the angel, (KJV Luke 1:33b)

Mary:
34 How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? (KJV Luke 1:34)

Luke:
35a And the angel answered and said unto her, (KJV Luke 1:35a)

Gabriel:
35bThe Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.  36 And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren.  37 For with God nothing shall be impossible. (KJV Luke 1:35b-37)

Luke:
38a And Mary said, (KJV Luke 1:38a)

Mary:
38b Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. (KJV Luke 1:38b)

Luke:
38c And the angel departed from her. (KJV Luke 1:38b)

Matthew:
18b  she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. (KJV Matthew 1:18b)
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Matthew:
19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily.  20a But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, (KJV Matthew 1:19-20a)

Angel of the

Lord:
20b Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.  21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins. (KJV Matthew 1:20b-21)

Matthew:
22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,  23a Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, (KJV Matthew 1:20b-22)

Isaiah:
14 Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. (KJV Isaiah 7:14)

Matthew:
23b which being interpreted is, God with us.  24 Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife:  25 And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS. (KJV Matthew 1:23b-25)

Luke:
1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.  2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)  3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.  4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)  5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. (KJV Luke 2:1-5)
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

9th Century Latin, translated by J. M. Neale

15th Century French melody, arr by Thomas Helmore, 1854

Public Domain, Courtesy of the Cyber Hymnal (http://www.cyberhymnal.org)

8. Ocome,De sire - of na tions, - bindIn onethe heartsof all man-

7. Ocome,ThouRootof Jes se’s - tree,An ensign - of Thy peo ple -

6. Ocome,O come,great Lord of might,Who toThytribeson Si nai’s -

5. Ocome,ThouKeyof Da vid, - come,And open - wideour heav enly -

4. Ocome,ThouDayspring, - come and cheerOur spirits- by Thinead vent -

3. Ocome,ThouRodof Jes se, - free ThineownfromSa tan’s - tyr an - -

2. Ocome,ThouWisdom - from on high,Who orderest - all thingsmight i--

1. Ocome,O come,Em man - u - el, - And ransom - cap tive - Is ra - -
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heightIn an cient - timesonce gavethe law In cloudandmajes - -

home;Make safe theway that leadson high,And close thepathto

here;Dis perse - thegloomy- cloudsof night,And death’sdarkshadows -

ny; - From depthsof hell Thy peo ple - save,And give themvictory -
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el, - That mournsin lonely - ex ile - here Un til - theSonof
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mis er - y. -
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Luke:
6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.  7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.  8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.  10a And the angel said unto them, (KJV Luke 2:6-10a)

Angel of the

Lord:
10b Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
(KJV Luke 2:10b-12)

Luke:
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,  

Angel Host:
[all read together] 14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. (KJV Luke 2:14)

[image: image7.emf]Thou didst leave Thy Throne


Timothy Richard Matthews, 1876


words by Emily E. Elliott, 1864


Courtesy of the Cyber Hymnal (http://www.cyberhymnal.org)


5. When
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4. Thou


-


cam


est,


O


Lord,


with


the


liv


ing


Word,


That


should


set


Thy


-


peo


ple


-


3. The


-


fox


es


found


rest,


and


the


birds


their


nest


In


the
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for


me.
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Thou didst leave Thy Throne

Timothy Richard Matthews, 1876

words by Emily E. Elliott, 1864

Courtesy of the Cyber Hymnal (http://www.cyberhymnal.org)

5. Whenthe heavensshallring,andthe angelssing,At Thy comingtovicto-

4. Thou- camest,O Lord,withthe livingWord,ThatshouldsetThy- people-

3. The- foxesfoundrest,andthe birdstheirnest In the shadeoftheforest-

2. Heaven'sar - chesrangwhenthe angelssang,Pro- claimingThyro yalde

1. ThoudidstleaveThy- throneandThykinglycrown,WhenThou camesttoearthfor-
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[image: image8.emf]Angels from the Realms of Glory


James Montgomery, 1816


Music: Henry Thomas Smart, 1867


Public Domain, Courtesy of the Cyber Hymnal (http://www.cyberhymnal.org)


7. All


cre


a


-


tion,


-


join


in


prais


ing


-


God,


the


Fa


ther,


-


Spir


it,


-


Son,


6. Though


an


In


fant


-


now


we


view


Him,


He


shall


fill


His


Fa


ther’s


-


throne,


5. Sin


ners,


-


wrung


with


true


re


pent


-


ance,


-


Doomed


for


guilt


to


end


less


-


pains,


4. Saints,
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fore
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tar
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bend


ing,
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Watch


ing


-


long
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hope


and


fear;
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Angels from the Realms of Glory

James Montgomery, 1816

Music: Henry Thomas Smart, 1867

Public Domain, Courtesy of the Cyber Hymnal (http://www.cyberhymnal.org)

7. All crea- tion, - joininpraising - God, theFather, - Spirit,- Son,

6. Thoughan In fant - nowweviewHim,He shallfillHis Fa ther’s - throne,

5. Sin ners, - wrungwithtruerepent - ance, - Doomedforguiltto endless - pains,

4. Saints,be fore - the al tar - bending, - Watching - longin hopeandfear;
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Ever - more - your voices - rais ing - Toth’etern - al- Threein One.

Gather - all the na tions - to Him; Every - kneeshall thenbowdown:

Justice - nowre vokes - thesentence, - Mercy - callsyou, breakyourchains.

Sudden - ly- the Lord,de scend - ing, - InHistemple - shallap pear. -
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5. Then


en


tered


-
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Luke:
15a And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, (KJV Luke 2:15a)

Shepherds:
15b Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. (KJV Luke 2:15b)

Luke:
16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. (KJV Luke 2:16)



Luke:
17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child.  18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.  19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.  20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. (KJV Luke 2:17-20)
Matthew:
1Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 2a Saying, (KJV Matthew 2:1-2a)

Wise Man 1:
2b Where is he that is born King of the Jews? (KJV Matthew 2:1-2a)
Wise Man 2:
2c for we have seen his star in the east
, (KJV Matthew 2:1-2a)
Wise Man 3:
2d and are come to worship him. (KJV Matthew 2:1-2a)

Matthew:
3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. 5a And they said unto him, (KJV Matthew 2:3-5a)

Priests and 

Scribes:
[All Reading Together] 5b In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, 6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. (KJV Matthew 2:5b-6)

Micah:
2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.  (KJV Micah 5:2)
Matthew:
7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. 8a And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, (KJV Matthew 2:7-8a)

Herod:
8b Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. (KJV Matthew 2:8b)

Matthew:
9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. (KJV Matthew 2:9-11)





Matthew:
12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way. 13a And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, (KJV Matthew 2:12-13a)

Angel of the

Lord:
13b Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him. (KJV Matthew 2:13b)
Matthew:
14 When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt: 15 And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. (KJV Matthew 2:14-15)
Hosea:
When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.(KJV Hosea 11:1)

Matthew:
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently enquired of the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, 18 In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not. (KJV Matthew 2:16-18)
Jeremiah:
Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not. (KJV Jeremiah 31:15)

Matthew:
19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 Saying, (KJV Matthew 2:19-20a)
Angel of the

Lord:
Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the young child's life. (KJV Matthew 2:20b)

Matthew:
21 And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judaea in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee: 23 And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene
. (KJV Matthew 2:21-23)

Act 3:
The Promise Considered
Narrarator: The reactions of the shepherds, the wise men, and Mary show how we should react to Christ.
Worshiping:

Luke:
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. (Luke 2:20)
Matthew:
11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. (Matthew 2:21)
Luke:
19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. (Luke 2:19)

� Job 38:31-33	[Lord to Job from the whirlwind] 31 Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?  32 Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?  33 Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven? canst thou set the dominion thereof in the earth?


� Although the Old Testament never mentions Nazareth specifically, it was a town in Galilee despised and rejected of the Jews.  Even honest Nathaniel of whom our Lord says, “Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile” (KJV John 1:47) says, “46And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing 


come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see.” (KJV John 1:46).  Later during our Lord’s ministry, when some said “This is the Christ”, others said, “41 Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, Shall Christ come out of Galilee?”( KJV John 7:41).  In short, the Old Testament does say he would be despised and rejected of men.  Others believe, that the greek word Nazwrai/oj Nazoraios {nad-zo-rah'-yos} refers not to the Hebrew rzIn" nazir {naw-zeer'} or consecrated, but rc,nE netser {nay'-tser} which means branch.  One commentator combines the two ideas of low estate and the title - BRANCH – “a shoot from the prostrate trunk or stem of Jesse, i.e. as from the royal family of Judah in its humble and reduced estate.” (Alexander)  Regardless, God’s word is true – John writes “scripture cannot be broken” (KJV John 10:35)





